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The phrase " A dervish at God's gate/' describing these poor
men, has passed into a proverb of wider significance.
Ever since the establishment of the orders two contrary
principles have been at work within them: heredity and
celibacy. The principle of heredity, involving the institu-
tion of marriage, contravenes neither the letter nor the spirit
of Islam; indeed, is plainly in harmony with both. The
principle of celibacy is in accordance with neither. "Let
there be no monks in Islam" was an early dictum. On the
other hand, celibacy is the logical end of the ascetic life,
which demands the suppression of every comfort and bod-
ily indulgence. Moreover, the state is almost necessitated
by the wandering life. Celibates, then, there always have
been among the dervishes. An early precedent was fur-
nished by Selman-el-Pha'risi, the khalffy, or successor, of
Abu Bekr to the presidency of one of the two original orders
from which all others derive. He was unmarried. The
founders of the orders of the Dusukfyeh and of the Kalan-
darfyeh were also celibates. But with 320 statistics to prove
my point, I am inclined to believe that celibates must al-
ways have been in the minority. In the minority they most
decidedly are in Syria to-day. Baldensperger appears not
even to recognize the principle for Palestine. "As a rule/'
he says, "the dervishes are married men—at least mar-
riage has nothing to do with being a dervish." l At Aleppo
there is an establishment of the Kalandarfyeh (a branch of
the Baghdashlyeh) with a group of celibates, whose sheikh
must be chosen by election. The building of a similar
establishment at Hamath for the Refa'lyeh, with cells for
celibates, was arrested at the death of Abu-'l-Huda, who
was furnishing the funds. There are about ten celibates
resident at the tckkeh of the Mowlawiyeh at Damascus,
whose sheikh, however, is hereditary. Some years since a
monastery was established for Shaziltyeh celibates in Hums,
but later was broken up. These are all the traces of celi-
bate bodies that I have found in Syria, though there may
be others. As it is, the vow of chastity is not always per-
manently binding. Those, however, who practise celibacy
1 See Baldensperger's article (op. at), p. 35.

